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psychomotive efficiency (Stopps and McLaughlin, 1967) . This conclusion may be questioned on two grounds: firstly, all of Stopps's experiments were performed for a limited period, not comparable to the 8-hour working day; secondly, the results are of somewhat limited value because only one human being was exposed.
Therefore, to provide more realistic and reliable information on the psychophysiological efficiency of human beings exposed to solvent vapours currently used in industry, a research programme was initiated to evaluate the effects on six persons exposed to TCE at an atmospheric concentration of 110 p.p.m. for 8 working hours. (Salvini, Binaschi, and Riva, 1971 In all the tests performed there was a statistically significant decrease in performance ability; the greatest decrease occurred during the more complex experiments (Tables 1 to 5 ). At first it was thought that these experiments could not be regarded as representative because of the complaints and reactions of the students about the odour of TCE. These reactions were considered psychological in nature because the students were never before exposed and therefore not accustomed to the odour of TCE. Neverthless, it was not known if and to what degree this factor affected the test results. For this reason, the experiment was repeated using as the subjects six workmen who regularly work with TCE and other solvents. The results of the experiments with workers confirmed the conclusions already drawn from the results with students and summarized in Tables 1 to 5 
